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10503 Oak Valley Trail, Austin, Texas 78736

http://www.centraltexasclassicchevyclub.org

BOW TIMES
Volume 37 Number 1 January 2015

Established in 1979 to
encourage the restoration and preservation of all series and models of 1955,

1956 and 1957 Chevrolets, including Corvettes and Trucks.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
January 15 at El Gallo on South Congress.

Social hour 6 PM meeting 7:30.

President’s Message

Happy New Year everyone. I hope that you all made it through the holidays safely and had a
wonderful time with your family and friends. Our Annual End of Year Christmas and Awards
Celebration was one of the best. Held at Lost Pines in Bastrop, Lynda and Jim Rankin organized and
planned this for our Club membership and did a fabulous job. Very well attended with 56 members
and a guest present, the night was filled with warmth and laughter. The Gift Exchange program was
held and enjoyed by all. Thanks again Lynda and Jim for all your efforts in making this a special time
for us all. I would also like to send out a big thank you to Jerry & Denise Conway for gifting to the
CTCCC those Sonic Chips for free drinks to our members during the party. Sonic, via Jerry, has
helped us many times through out the year with Gift cards and sponsorship to the CTCCC.

The new Club Officer positions were unanimously approved by the membership and installed into
office. I welcome Sonny and Gladys Ables for stepping up and filling in the Vice Pres. and Secretary
positions.
This year we are trying a different approach to our Activities. Since no one filled the role of Activities
Director, we have and are passing around a calendar for members to select and plan an activity
during the coming year. More than one member can arrange for a Club event per month but must be
on a different date. We already have members who locked in dates for planning an event, so be sure
to sign up on the calendar. I know that many of you have certain events that you would like the Club
to be involved with and have already signed up. I appreciate this greatly. Now it would be great if
someone would step up to oversee these events & remind those with scheduled dates. That would be
the new role of an Activities Director!
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The meeting locations for this year are arranged and we will be at El Gallo once again on So.
Congress starting in January. This location is planned for all the odd months to be on the South side
while all the even months will be at Mimi's North side just as before. Remember that at the meetings
a clip board will be passed around for each member to complete and list the car activities they
participated in during that past month. Check your Directory and see how the point accumulations are
valued. You could be one of the Top 10 Participants for 2015. I would really like to increase this to
the TOP 20 but usually after the points are tallied it falls off sharply past the top 10. So get more
active or make sure that you are filling out the attendance sheet at the meetings. This is an honor
system and we don't know if you don't tell us.

Speaking of the awards, Robin has changed and added to our website the winners for 2014 on our
site. You can copy and print out the page to use as a new carburetor Directory cover sheet., IF YOU
MADE CHANGES to your email, phone number, if you moved to a new address or bought another
classic car please let us know so we can update our records. If you need a Directory let Robin or me
know. Robin has changed the file to a jpg file and it is easier to printout now.

Looking toward a great year with all our members and friends. see you at the next meeting.

Our next meeting at El Gallo on the 15th of January will have a video presentation on CTCCC
2014. I'm sure that you will not want to miss this as the Club was active in 2014 showing off their
beautiful Classic's during the year. Come join us for great Mexican food and wonderful friendship
with other Club members.
Social around 6:00 and meeting starts at 7:30, on the 15th.

Dan

Membership Dues
Dear CTCCC Member:

We are reaching out, to send along wishes for a great holiday season and a friendly reminder
regarding your annual dues renewal. With the heavy volume of mail this time of year, it is easy to
forget that your dues are payable each calendar year. Although January 1, 2015 has not arrived
yet our experience with the majority of our members has been that they really appreciate our early
email reminders. We do not want to "hound" you but we certainly do not want to lose you!
Bookkeeping for our Treasurer is time consuming when this is strung out to long, so please be
prompt in paying your dues.
If you have already sent your renewal thank you, and please disregard this reminder.

The CTCCC has a rich tradition and is proud to be covering the Austin and the surrounding area
premier resource for the Classic Chevrolet Tri-Five vehicle community. I believe the quality of
Classic Cars along with the great people we have in our membership alone is worth the $20
membership fee, there are many other advantages to our members. For example, you also get free
monthly meetings at North and South locations, Occasional meeting programs, we have Cruises,
Parades, Tours and Car Shows. We connect with other Chevy Clubs for social gatherings and not
to forget our fabulous monthly Newsletter where Club information and Free Classified ads are at
your disposal, arrives via Email or snail mail as you prefer.
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Thank you in advance for your continued support, participation and contribution to our Classic
community!

To renew, please send $20 dues to; CTCCC, c/o Kay Bowen, 10503 Oak Valley Trail, Austin,
Texas. 78736. Or pay at the next meeting.
Thank you,
Central Texas Classic Chevy Club

CTCCC Meeting Minutes
The December 7th meeting/Christmas Party was held at the beautiful Lost Pines Resort in Bastrop
Tx.
56 Club members and guests enjoyed a wonderful evening of fun, food, and fellowship thanks to
the hard work and planning of Jim and Lynda Rankin who provided festive table arrangements and
clever party favors for everyone as well as Christmas music.

After our delicious meal, Dan called the meeting to order and installed the following officers :
Dan Bowen ------- President
Sonny Ables ------- Vice President
Kay Bowen ------- Treasurer
Gladys Ables ------- Secretary
Pat Corbell ------- News Letter
Robin Raben ------- Website
Activities Director ---- Open

Thanks to these members who have volunteered to serve our club for 2015.

Dan then made award presentations to the following members :
Top Points Accrued in 2014 Each received an engraved pen :

Dan & Kay Bowen
JIm & Judy Kennedy
Joel & Barbara Parrish
Don & Marilyn Peterson
Jim & Lynda Rankin
Gary & Barbara Baker
Al Burgess
Sonny & Gladys Ables
Corky & Janie Lein
Reuel & Connie Hoelscher The TOP of the top ten received an engraved pen set in a

beautiful case.

Larry Igo Award -------
Wanda & Dennis Zwernemann

Technical Acheivement Award ------
Connie & Reuel Hoelscher

Presidents Award --------
Barbara & Joel Parrish
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Congratulation to all winners for their continuing support and involvement in our club and its
activities !!!!!

Dan closed the business portion of the meeting and turned the mike over to Lynda Rankin for the
Chinese Gift Exchange. For the next hour and a half there was lots of OOOHS and AAAHS , much
stealing, and laughter all in good fun.

The meeting was adjourned with GOOD HOLIDAY WISHES TO EVERYONE --------

Gladys Ables , Secretary
.

To Infinity and Beyond: My Restoration Story
Jim Rankin

Lynda and I have owned our ’57 Bel Air 2-door hardtop since 1983 when I saw an ad in the
newspaper and beat everyone else to it. It had been owned by a lady in Fredericksburg who
bought it when the original owner traded it in for a ’58. A beautiful Colonial Cream and India ivory
(yellow and white), it had 116,000 miles on the odometer. An average of 77 miles a week equates
to a typical grocery store and church car.

Although the car was solid, it had some rear quarter panel damage from a wreck 17 years earlier. I
did a partial restoration with Jerry Dixon overhauling the engine and transmission and Gary Baker
doing the body and paint. After 28 years of shows, cruises, parades, conventions and all around
fun activities, it was time for another facelift.

So, in July of 2012, I embarked on what I thought would be about a one year project. Of course,
anyone who has ever restored a car knows, “that ain’t gonna happen”. Every time I did one thing, I
found three others that needed to be done. Sound familiar, anyone? I didn’t know there could be
so many challenges on one project. A lack of time, money, workspace, agility, energy, and
knowledge all contributed to the frustration and delay in completing the job.

But thanks to the help and advice of CTCCC members including Gary Baker, Don Peterson,
Chester Toothman and especially the many hours of labor and expertise of Dan Bowen (along with
his shop and tools), I’m beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel and I don’t think it’s an
oncoming train. A very talented Mickey Greer polished my original stainless to perfection. A
special thanks also to my fantastic son and trusted mechanic, Scott, who did the top-end overhaul
on the 283, rebuilt the front suspension and continues to help and encourage me. Lynda, who, as a
teenager, learned the mechanical basics of these old cars by helping her dad work on his, has
been a great help in many ways, always ready to assist with whatever the task may be.

After a few times of being almost ready to sell the car and buy a horse, I am refocused, re-
energized and ready to finish the job however long it may take. I am not working on a trailered
show car, but a good driver that we can enjoy on the road again.

Infinity and beyond……..install interior, Wonder Bar signal seeking radio, power brakes, Autronic
Eye automatic headlight dimmer, electric windshield washer and power seats. All of these are on
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the shelf waiting to be installed. Power windows are installed and working, but need some crucial
alignment.

I have learned several lessons during the course of this project, not the least of which is that
restoration parts, even the best, don’t fit like the originals. Also, if someone suggests that you
install power windows in your classic, beat that person severely about the head and shoulders with
a tire tool and leave him lying beside the road.

Original restoration Stripped and ready for paint

Prepping for Paint Waiting for new Date Coded Glass

In the Paint Booth Installing Tail Light Wiring



Out With the Old

New Paint and Chrome

1/1 Sara Milam
1/14 Gloria Majalca
1/20 Reuel Hoelscher
1/26 Wayne and Leslie Casteel, anniversary
1/28 Robert Raben

Jan. 11 Lucky's Run The Chicken Oil Co College Station Tx get there early
May 15-17 Lone Star XXXIII San Antonio
Aug. 14-15, 2015 Danchuck Tri Five Nationals, Bowling Green KY.

To Plan a Club Activity, pick an empty month and Call Gladys or Dan
January, The Bowen's "Lucky's Run",College Station, Jan 11th
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In With the New

Rear Antennas - Right is Electric

Birthdays and Anniversaries

1/9 Ed and Linda Volek, anniversary
1/16 Judy Kennedy
1/25 Phyllis Schwope

anniversary 1/27 John and Gloria Majalca
1/29 Sonny and Gladys Ables, anniversary

Upcoming Events

The Chicken Oil Co College Station Tx get there early
17 Lone Star XXXIII San Antonio Texas

Danchuck Tri Five Nationals, Bowling Green KY.

CTCCC Activity's 2015
ick an empty month and Call Gladys or Dan

"Lucky's Run",College Station, Jan 11th

Right is Electric

1/9 Ed and Linda Volek, anniversary

1/27 John and Gloria Majalca
1/29 Sonny and Gladys Ables, anniversary

The Chicken Oil Co College Station Tx get there early. Club activity

ick an empty month and Call Gladys or Dan
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February, The Parish's_____________________________
March, The Peterson's______________________________
April, The Kennedy's, _____BlueBonnet Tour____________

Corky's Cruise #3, PaloDuro Canyon, April 25 - 29
May, The Raben's_________________________________
June, The Aguilars _________________________________
July, ____________________________________________
August, _________________________________________
Sept, The Ables, __________________________________
October, ________________________________________
November, ______________________________________
December, The Bakers, Bastrop Home Tour___________

" The Rankin's, BudaFest___________________
" Activity; Christmas Party___________________

Other Activities
Twin Peaks Cruise Nights 5-9PM no fee. Tuesdays 701 E Stassney, Wed. 100 Louis Henna Blvd
Round Rock
North Local Cruise Show:
Car Show in Cedar Park every Sat. nite at the old Albertson’s parking lot @ 6:00.
Burnet Local Show @ O Reilly’s Auto Parts on Hwy 281
Sat. night cruise in or car show Texas Road House by Tinseltown movie theater in Pflugerville, 6-
10.
John Eagle European’s Cars & Coffee – Austin in Leander gathers on the First Sunday of the
Month from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Except for Jan 1, 2012 will be held Jan. 8.
Round Rock Police department is sponsoring a car show every third Sunday Similar to the Leander
car show.

South Local Cruise Show
Dick’s Classic Garage Cruise In Night Every 3rd Saturday 6-8:30 PM 120 Stagecoach Trail San
Marcos
Bastrop Cruise at Bucee’s on Hwy 71 and 95 every second Sat nite.
Lockhart Cruise Nite, Second Saturday at 5:30 @ O’Reily’s Auto Parts HWY 183
Luling First Saturday at 5:30 Downtown on Davis Street.
Buda – Cabela’s parking lot each Saturday night until 10 PM.
Dripping Springs Home Depot 6PM every Saturday night.

For Sale
Aluminum Radiators, 1955 – 1957 Chevy Radiators, V8 and 6 Cyl. New, USA Made. Excellent
for cooling that hot car. Original styling in appearance and can be polished to a bright shine. Selling
on the market for just under $500,00. GUARENTEED BY MFG.
Club members price, $325.oo. See Dan Bowen

Reduced size steering wheels for 1955, 1956 & 1957 Chevrolets. Complete and ready
to install. Includes horn rocker plate, bellville washer. Coated in Black and can be
painted to match your car. Also have 1958 - 1960 Impala Steering wheels. $299.
Dan Bowen
1977 Chevrolet El Camino Custom. It has a 5.7 V8 350, Edelbrock carb with electric choke, dual
exhaust, automatic transmission, new A/C compressor with R134, power steering, power brakes,
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tilt steering, Pioneer AM/FM CD stereo, factory rally wheels and a vinyl top. It's got a shiny black
exterior, solid body and black vinyl bench seat.
Asking $14,000 OBO. Please call Robert Raben at 512-497-1950.

Pair of horns and a radiator out of my 57. Horns $10 each and radiator v8 four core heavy
duty mount with adaptors for six cylinder mounting- $100. Chester Toothman 512 299-5374

Sponsors

Over 60 Austin Area locations to serve you!
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Central Texas Classic Chevy Club
10503 Oak Valley Trail
Austin, Texas 78736

Classic Chevy Enthusiast


