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10503 Oak Valley Trail, Austin, Texas 78736 

http://www.centraltexasclassicchevyclub.org 
 

BOW TIMES 
 

Volume 37 Number 11                                                                November 2015 

Established in 1979 to 
encourage the restoration and preservation of all series and models of 1955,  

1956 and 1957 Chevrolets, including Corvettes and Trucks. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
Sunday November 15 at the home of Ronnie and Robin Raben 4000 Rockledge at 2 PM. 

 

 

President’s Message 
I would like to thank Sonny for presiding over the meeting last month while Kay and I were 
traveling back from our trip.  I'm sorry that we missed two guests that were present for the 
meeting invited by Ronnie. I hope that they come back again. We had a great time at Crusin the 
Coast in Mississippi. A few other members where there for the week long event. Kay and I 
slipped away on Friday and flew to N.J for my High School's 50th Class reunion where I got to 
see many of my class mates from 1965. I can't believe that I went to school with these old 
people. While there, we took a jaunt to NYC and visited the Freedom Tower and Pool. It was a 
fun trip before returning back to Biloxi. On our drive home from Biloxi to Austin, Kay driving the 
57 wagon, drove over a chunk of tire left in the road from a 18 wheeler. Since the car has such 
a low front end it hit the shifter lever under the car knocking it into low gear at 60mph. She 
immediately pulled over for me to inspect what happened to the car and we discovered what it 
was no problem or damage and we continued home.  
 
We have a wonderful Car Club and we have great members. All of you make this Club what it is 
and enjoy each other's company as it is displayed at meetings and events when we are 
together. I have been your Pres. now for many years, well over 10 and I would like a rest 
period.  I know there are many of you who can take on this responsibility and carry our Club on. 
It is fun to do it and meaningful but not hard. This month at the next meeting at the Raben's 
home, we will be taking nominations for officers. I would like someone to fill my position. Kay 
doesn't mind the Treasurer but would not mind the break either. Gladys mentioned that she 
might be willing to stay on as Secretary and I haven't heard from Sonny about the VP position 
yet.  We have great members and I know you are capable to stepping up and doing your part 
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for our Club. I thank you for your support and confidence over the past years and, yes, I know 
much about the going on with other clubs and events which I will continue to share at any time 
with who ever wants it. I will be there to answer any questions or help if needed. If it would help 
you make your decision, I would be willing to step into the VP position and be your VP to help 
you if you want me to. But please someone come forward and support our Club.  
There was a written story about being in a club by Larry Igo many years ago. This story was 
explaining and asking the club body membership if they were "doers or followers". Are you just 
sitting back while others do the work, or are you willing to do your part? We have many good 
and capable members who can do it. Please consider and step up for YOUR CLUB. 
 
Don't forget we have a End of Year Christmas Party planned for Dec. 6th. We need 
confirmation for a count needed for the meals. Please let us know if you are attending. Send in 
your check to Kay, or pay at the meeting. Call us and let us know you will be coming, we need 
the count. 
Thank you, 
   Dan 
 

CTCCC MEETING MINUTES September 17, 2015 
Sonny Ables called the meeting to order in the absence of president Dan Bowen who along with 
Kay was attending his 50th class reunion in New Jersey. 
Guests Gail Mitchell, and Mark Soule were welcomed.  
The September minutes were approved and in the absence of Kay Bowen there was no treasurers 
report given. 
Happy birthdays  and anniversaries were extended to all. 
WELLNESS REPORT: 
There were no particulars available,  so Sonny wished everyone health and wellness. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Sonny took this opportunity to remind members about the clubs  participation in Operation 
Christmas Child, a charitable program to provide needy children ages 3 to 12 , all over the world 
with a shoe box filled with small toys, toiletries, clothing, and non perishable food items.  
The plan is to  meet in our classic cars at Bethany Luthern Church on Saturday Nov 21 at 9:30 to 
drop off our boxes then have lunch together. Anyone needing additional information, a list of 
appropriate items for the three different  age groups, or labels, should contact Kay Bowen who is 
heading up this project. 
 If you can't make it to the drop off , please bring your filled shoe boxes to the November meeting. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
-----Saturday Oct 24th -- Car show at Cabellas 
-----Saturday Oct 31st -- Free car show in Taylor 10 to 4 
-----Saturday Nov 7th -- Main Street Show -N- Shine Marble Falls 9 to 3 
---- Saturday Nov 14th --Veterans Day Parade and Car Show Bastrop 9 to 4 
         Jim Kennedy,  who is involved in the planning and execution of this event each year, advised 
that registered  Car Club participants would receive discounts at restaurants and other venues 
throughout the day. He suggested that we all meet early at the Buckees parking lot and enter Main 
Street together so that we can park together as a club. The club with the most cars will receive an 
award.  
PLANNED MONTHLY CLUB ACTIVITIES: 
----Sunday Nov 15th --Monthly meeting and Pot Luck Supper, 2:00 at the home of Robin and 
Ronnie Raben 4000 Rockledge. 
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----Sunday Dec 6th -- Annual Club Christmas Party / Meeting, 5 to 9 at      Holiday Inn Midtown 
6000 Middle Fisk Rd hosted by Sonny and Gladys Ables with  Dan and Kay Bowen 
----Saturday Dec 12th -- Bastrop Car Show and Home Tour hosted by the Bakers. 
ED AND LINDA VOLEK SOLD $ 60 WORTH IF 50/50 Tickets 
----Barbara Parrish won the 50/50 drawing. 
----Connie Hoelscher and Mark Soule drew the winning tickets for a pair of dice to hang in their 
classic cars. 
----Barbara Parrish, Billy House, Ed Volek, and Judy Kennedy all won packages of Mardi Gras 
Beads.  
----Judy Kennedy drew the ticket for a pair of Cruisin The Coast T -Shirts. 
 
NEXT MEETING IS 2:00 SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15th AT THE HOME OF RONNIE AND ROBIN 
RABEN  4000 ROCKLEDGE 
Meeting adjourned. 
Gladys Ables, Club  

 

New/Returning Members 
Wes Campbell, wcampbell7@att.net 

 

Collection Time for our Shoe Box Gifts for Operation Christmas Child Coming 
Soon! 

I hope many of you are having fun packing shoe boxes for children around the world, as we did last 
year. Please allow me to provide a recap.  We are asking any members interested to pack a "shoe 
box" for a child. Here's what you need to do: 

1. Find a shoe box or purchase a plastic, shoe box size, container from a store like WalMart or I 
Hobby Lobby.   

2. Choose to pack for a girl or boy & which age group: 2-4 yrs, 5-9 yrs or 10-14 yrs. (You may pack 
as many boxes as you'd like, just need to mark each box with the Christmas Child label or a post-it 
note with the gender & age selected.)  

3. Fill the box with age appropriate gifts! Please, no war toys such as guns, knives, weapons or 
military figures. No perishable foods! Nothing liquid such as shampoos, body wash, lotions. 
Nothing that can melt such as chocolate. No vitamins or medicines, including asprin. Nothing glass 
or breakable. No aerosols. All children love stuffed animals!  So a small stuffed toy is a great gift. 
Books, coloring books, crayons, paper, notebooks, pens, pencils (if you include a sharpener) or 
mechanical pencils all are great to include.  Also, a personal hygiene pack is perfect to include: bar 
soap, washcloths, toothbrush, toothpaste, combs, brush - of course girls love ribbons, hair bands & 

mailto:wcampbell7@att.net
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bows! Socks, pj's, undies, t-shirts, etc. are great, just be sure not to purchase ones with any 
inappropriate characters.  Go to: www.samaritanspurse.org/occ for more suggestions and help!  

4. Add a personal note or Christmas card if you'd like.  
5. Pray for the child who will receive this gift.  
6. A Donation of $7 per box is requested to pay for costs of shipping & delivering these precious gifts. 

 You may choose to pay on-line at the site mentioned above or you may place a check inside the 
box (on top of the gifts.)  You may pay for several boxes with one check.  Make checks payable to 
"Samaritan's Purse" with a note on memo line "OCC". 

We will gather as a group on Saturday, November 21st at 9:30 in the parking lot of Bethany 
Lutheran Church, 3701 W. Slaughter Lane, 78749. Drive your classic & we'll drop off our shoe box 
gifts at this location.  If you are unable to get to Bethany on the 21st, please bring your gifts with 
you to the meeting on the 15th at the Rabens. I suggest we all go breakfast/brunch following 
the drop off again at Maudie's TexMex on Slaughter Ln.  Please call or email me if you plan to 
join us there so I can make arrangements for our group.  Thanks to all who participate in this 
very worthy giving back to a child who otherwise may never have the opportunity to 
experience Christmas & learn of God's love for him or her! 
 
Kay Bowen: 512-963-6844, kbowenrealty@aol.com 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR THE ANNUAL CTCCC CHRISTMAS PARTY / 

MEETING.  

 
Place :  Holiday Inn Austin midtown 
                6000 Middle Fisk rd 
Date :    Sunday, December 6, 2015 
Time:      5 pm to 9 pm 
Cost:     $22 per person which includes a three course meal and beverage, live music, room and    
table decorations, and a  full cash bar 
Rooms:  a special room rate of $69 is available to car club members  
Agenda: 5 - 6  social / cocktail hour 
                  6 - 7  dinner 
                  7 - 8  meeting / awards presentation 
                  8 - 9  Chinese gift exchange.                    
All those who wish to participate in the game, should bring a wrapped gift costing no more than 
$15. The game starts with everyone drawing numbers, then when your number is called, you have 
the option of choosing a gift from the table or " stealing" one that has already been opened, forcing 
that person to open another gift. Once a gift has been stolen twice, the third " thief" gets to keep it. 
The gifts you bring can be anything  --- something for the car, garage, house, yard, jewelry, 
clothing, Chevy themed, or Christmas themed. The trick, of course, is to find that perfect gift that 
everyone wants to " steal".  Some of the more popular items last year were a red and white 
Christmas themed throw, earrings in the shape of the Chevy bow tie logo, a five pound box of 
assorted cookies, various car themed wall plaques, and the good old standby -- gift certificates to 
academy, harbor freight, and outdoor world , just to name a few. 
 
Please give your check made payable to CTCCC to Kay or Gladys by November 19th to secure 
your reservation to this fun club event. BE THERE OR BE SQUARE. 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
mailto:kbowenrealty@aol.com
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 “Susie Q” Rides Again! 
My morning routine starts with making coffee and scouring the automobile classifieds for 
interesting classic cars and trucks (this makes my wife Elizabeth nervous).  On one very cold 
January 1995 morning in Colorado Springs, Colorado, I came across a 1956 Chevy pickup truck 
for sale. The price was right and it sounded interesting. 
 
As soon as I saw the truck, I knew why the price was right - - it was a rust bucket from the get-go, 
dented and scarred, and it was in terrible condition besides.  This was a heavily used farm truck 
with 97,300 miles on a broken odometer (real miles?), rotten bed wood, a tired six cylinder 235 
cubic inch engine, and the original 4-speed “stump puller” floor shift transmission.  Notwithstanding 
the pitiful condition of the pickup truck, all I could see in my mind was how great it would look when 
I finished the restoration. After a test drive we negotiated a price. 
 
 To start the restoration effort, I took the truck to a recently retired sergeant who was just starting a 
classic car restoration business.  After a few unsatisfactory experiences with his restoration efforts 
I terminated the relationship.   
 
Shortly thereafter, I retired from active duty with the Air Force and took a civilian position in the 
Pentagon.  I trailered the pickup from Colorado Springs to our new home in Northern Virginia, a 
very stressful trip as I continuously dodged multiple big tornadoes within eyesight while driving 
across eastern Colorado and Kansas.  One big funnel that I was watching touched the ground and 
crossed I-70 behind me barely 10 minutes after I passed by according to the constant emergency 
radio broadcasts.  I was glad to stop driving that night and have a couple of margaritas. 
 
For the next several years, I took the truck apart piece by piece, cleaned 40 plus years of dirt, 
grease and grime off the frame, suspension, engine and transmission.  Once the cleaning was 
complete, I painted the chassis and everything attached except for the cab.  I started making my 
lists of replacement parts and began accumulating them for the final assembly process.  The parts, 
old and new, were all over “my half” of the garage during this lengthy process. Elizabeth was not a 
happy camper with all of the mess in the garage. 
 
At this stage of the game, with significant cutting, welding, bodywork and painting ahead, I had 
done about everything I could do with my limited auto skill set.  I know from past experience that I 
am technologically challenged when it comes to anything other than basic auto repairs and tune 
ups, and cosmetic restoration efforts.  I wanted this truck to look really nice, not a trailer queen but 
a driver that I could enjoy.   
 
After much effort, I located a local restoration shop complete with a couple of alleged examples of 
the shop’s restoration work.  The cars looked real nice and the shop owner was a smooooth talker.  
I loaded up my pickup truck and parts and delivered them to his shop.  What transpired over the 
next four years can only be described as “the restoration from Hell.”  Without going into all the 
details (it’s too painful!), suffice it to say it was, as my dad used to say, a “character building” 
experience.  All of the work he had done had to be re-accomplished by my third and final 
restoration guy, my hero Joe Miller, who owns Village Body and Paint in nearby Warrenton, VA.   
Hero Joe runs his one-man shop almost exclusively to do insurance repair work on high-end 
automobiles.  He is an old time master craftsman who does everything - flawless bodywork, 
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exquisite paint, interiors, engines and transmissions.  He only accepts classic car restorations on a 
space-available basis.   
 
Joe didn’t want to take my pickup truck, but I kept pestering him.  After a year of almost constant 
effort, he started working on my fenders and bed parts.  As he finished them, I would take them 
home, wrap them in protective coverings, and wait until the time Joe was ready for the chassis and 
cab. 
 
My original game plan was to reassemble the pickup truck at home in my garage.  However, before 
Joe could finish the truck, I retired from the Air Force and moved to Austin seven years ago.  Go to 
Plan B (Plan C? D?) for completion of the truck.  Joe finished his five year restoration effort on the 
truck a year later in July 2009. 
 
My brother and I drove my car hauler to Virginia and loaded up the truck.  It was beautiful, just I 
imagined it would be in 1995.  All of the frustrations of the past 14 years melted away as I looked at 
my “Susie Q,” named for my wife and also one of my favorite rock songs of the late 1950s when I 
was in high school.  Susie Q is a bone stock restoration painted in Crystal Blue, an original Chevy 
color available only for “second series” trucks in 1955-1956.     
 
After saying our goodbyes, Gary and I headed into Fairfax for the night before starting the long 
drive back to Austin.  But the adventure was not over yet.  On the way into Fairfax in the heavy 
afternoon rush hour traffic, I heard a loud BANG at 55 mph and the trailer started having a mind of 
its own about where it wanted to go.  I wrestled with it to keep in my lane and not overturn, worked 
my way over to the shoulder, and got out to see a thoroughly shredded tire on the trailer.  Four 
hours later and $500 poorer, I had four new tires on the trailer.  I was really glad I had those new 
tires while crossing three sets of mountains and driving in the summer heat on the way back to 
Texas.   
 
The drive back was fun.  The truck unfailingly attracted crowds in the gas stations, lots of honking 
horns from semi-truck drivers, and enthusiastic looks and “thumbs up” from passers-by on the 
road.  Everyone loves classic cars and pickup trucks!   
 
Back in Austin, I have been driving the pickup regularly for the past 6 years with very few issues.  
Susie Q is a favorite at many car shows and has accumulated her share of trophies, plaques, etc., 
over the years.  Now if only I can find a 1939 Studebaker Coupe Express pickup truck to 
restore………….Phil Meek 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

11/6 Gary and Barbara Baker, anniversary  11/9 Nancy Jacobs  
11/21 Margaret Corbell     11/21 Bob Schwope 
11/23 Ron Garcia      11/30 Jim Jack 
 

Buda Gearheads Car Show 
We had a good CTCCC turnout (Al Burgess, Don and Marilyn Peterson, Pat and Margaret Corbell, 
Joel and Barbie Parish, a lady I do not know with a 57 Bel Air hardtop, and myself) at the Cabela's 
car show yesterday with about 6-7 cars  present.  I'm sure there were members there that I did not 
know (does someone have a yellow 1959 or so Corvette?) or forgot to name.  It was by 
far Cabela's biggest and best car show so far, with announced participants to 300+ this year from 
214 last year.  The entire car show area was filled.  It was heavy on the hot rods, rat rods, low 
riders, muscle cars and customs, and they received most all of the trophies.  Too bad it conflicted 
with the Capital Chevy show.   
There were a ton of 55-57 Chevys at Cabela's, very nice rides, whose owners were not members 
of the CTCCC.  It looked like some may be members of other classic Chevy clubs, but I didn't see 
any other club identification posters, clothing, etc. Lots of potential CTCCC members out there!  
Wish I had a bunch of membership applications with me to drop into the cars. Phil Meek 

 
Capital Chevrolet Car Show 

Jim Rowley ( 57 Chevy hardtop I believe maroon, leather interior ) and Ron Garcia went to car 
show at Capital Chevy Jim won big trophy for classic car , Many door prizes given away . Pictures 
were also taken of winners and cars . It was Capital Chevys first Show and they plan to do another 
one in the spring. Ron Garcia 

 
Upcoming Events 

Nov 1 Rolling Sculpture Car Show Hill Country Galleria on Route 71 in Bee Cave. 
http://www.rollingsculpturecarshow.com/ 
 Nov 7 Marble Falls Main Street Show and Shine. ( 512)755-4868 

Nov. 7 Circuit of the Americas Visit www.svra.com/car-shows for more information 

Nov 14 Bastrop Veteran's Weekend Car Show www.bastropareacruisers.com 
November 15   -- Dinner and meeting /  home of Ronnie and Robin Rabin 
December 5  --  Budafest  / Jim and Lynda Rankin - Club Activity. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_vG9g0kBrhrn4aq50IyhOarnDEh_apndX7kekMZKrXlQHpL6oSb12c6tpZCdDPPQruzbJtLENBeHAGULo7mKY0_0xFE8L-rLf0hrQaU4w6OoELDDZdd6fQsJPNst5mz3x_OLDkcTlxGdddVV-eZjDbW12M5aNmjn9jGe4PPYLIZMg4WrPv7_mg==&c=18zcC07umkAadxa-rgup84-gXALUhN2iIg1nbV89DKsf1HJY-B-TKQ==&ch=XaF6tT3iY0g9Z6lT2eTO70TCq45X2ht9L8HiAXjSdE6kMKQJa7w3eg==
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December 6  --  Annual Christmas Party and meeting at Holiday Inn / Dan and Kay Bowen / 
Sonny and Gladys Ables 
December 12 -- Bastrop Home Tour / Gary and Barbara Baker - Club Activity 
May 7,2016 Floresville Lions Club Car Show, Floresville High School 
June 3-4 2016 Lone Star 34 in Waco Get ready for this one. See Flyer. 

 
For Sale 

Aluminum Radiators, 1955 – 1957 Chevy Radiators, V8 and 6 Cyl. New, USA Made. Excellent 
for cooling that hot car. Original styling in appearance and can be polished to a bright shine.. 
Selling on the market for much more. GUARANTEED BY MFG. Club members price, 
$425.00 including shipping, See Dan Bowen 
Reduced size steering wheels for 1955, 1956 & 1957 Chevrolets, also 58 - 60.style. Complete 
and ready to install. Includes horn rocker plate, belleville washer. Coated in Black and can be 
painted to match your car. Also have 1958 - 1960 Impala Steering wheels. $315.00  local pickup or 
delivery. Shipped out add $15.00 in Continental USA 
Dan Bowen, Bowen96@aol.com or call. 512-963-5515 
 1977 Chevrolet El Camino Custom. It has a 5.7 V8 350, Edelbrock carb with electric choke, dual 
exhaust, automatic transmission, new A/C compressor with R134, power steering, power brakes, 
tilt steering, Pioneer AM/FM CD stereo, factory rally wheels and a vinyl top. It's got a shiny black 
exterior, solid body and black vinyl bench seat. 
Asking $14,000 OBO. Please call Robert Raben at 512-497-1950.  
1987 El Camino Super Sport 350 ci engine, a/t, a/c. Silver with black trim, white topper cap and 
black leather interior, 96,811 original miles. Current safety inspection. Many parts replaced 
including starter, alternator, distributor, compressor, stereo system, valve covers, intake manifold, 
wiring, Carburetor with electric choke, shocks and struts radiator with electric cooling fans, exhaust 
system (not installed still in box). Asking $9,500. Nancy Jacobs email nancyjac@swbell.net. 
Muscle Car Shop. Full restorations, stock, restomods, pro touring, bumper to bumper including: 
chassis/suspension, LS conversions, paint/body, custom fabrication, rearends, engine work 
including crank grinding, cylinder boring, valve work, decking and interiors.  Please see our web 
site at: www.texomaclassics.com contact us at: chris@texomats.com or call: 903-819-1452. 
  

Sponsors 

 

 
Over 60 Austin Area locations to serve you! 

mailto:Bowen96@aol.com
http://www.texomaclassics.com/
mailto:chris@texomats.com
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Central Texas Classic Chevy Club 

10503 Oak Valley Trail  

Austin, Texas 78736 

 

 

 

Classic Chevy Enthusiast 


