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4000 Rockledge Drive, Austin, Texas 78731 

http://www.centraltexasclassicchevyclub.org 
 

BOW TIMES 
 

Volume 38 Number 11                                                              November 2016 

Established in 1979 to 
encourage the restoration and preservation of all series and models of 1955,  

1956 and 1957 Chevrolets, including Corvettes and Trucks. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
 

Sunday November 20 at the home of Ronnie and Robin Raben 4000 Rockledge 2PM. 

 

President’s Message 
Hello everyone,  
 
First, let me let you know that a tutorial on ladders is needed and wanted. I think all the guys 
should get in a yoga class. In addition, a Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) report on 
ladder safety showed some startling statistics concerning the frequency and severity of ladder-
related accidents in the United States. Every year thousands of people are injured and hundreds 
are killed. By understanding the causes of ladder accidents the vast majority could be prevented. 

 More than 90,000 people receive emergency room treatment from ladder-related injuries every 

year 

 Elevated falls account for almost 700 occupational deaths annually 

 These deaths account for 15% of all occupational deaths 

 OSHA believes 100% of all ladder accidents could be prevented if proper attention to equipment 

and climber training were provided 

 Over the last 10 years the amount of ladder-related injuries has increased 50% 

 According the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 50% of all ladder-related accidents were due to 

individuals carrying items as they climbed 

 The most common type of ladder-related injury, with 32%, is fractures 
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If these simple loss prevention tips for each cause are followed, ladder accidents could almost be 
eliminated. 
1. Selecting the Wrong Type of Ladder 
Like most other jobs, choosing the right tool can make all the difference when it comes to safety 
and this is the same for ladders. One thing to consider when selecting an appropriate ladder is the 
ladder’s weight capacity. Each ladder is designed to support a maximum weight limit and if the 
climber exceeds that limit the ladder could break and cause the user to fall or become injured.  
Another consideration when selecting the appropriate ladder for a job is the necessary height of 
the ladder. Many injuries occur due to ladders being too short for a specific task, and instead of 
selecting a new ladder for the job, workers will place the ladder on something to extend its reach or 
will stand on the top rung to gain the necessary height. Both scenarios are extremely dangerous 
and can result in serious injuries.  
2. Using Worn or Damaged Ladders 
Another common contributing factor to ladder accidents is the use of old, worn, or damaged 
ladders. Like everything else, ladders have a shelf life; after a couple of years the stress of being 
climbed up and down on causes ladders to break down. Damaged ladders are extremely 
dangerous as they can easily break while being used and cause serious injuries. 
To protect yourself from damaged or broken ladders, make sure to thoroughly inspect each ladder 
before using it. If any damage is found, do not use the ladder until it has been safely repaired to the 
manufacturer’s specifications or it has been replaced. 
3. Incorrect Use of Ladders 
Human error is by far the leading cause of ladder accidents. Never use a ladder in any other way 
than what the manufacturer intended it to be used for. Also, do not lengthen or alter a ladder in any 
way. 
While using a ladder always maintain 3 points of contact with the ladder to ensure stability. Also, 
never attempt to reach for something while on the ladder. It is much safer to get off the ladder, 
move it, and then climb back up. 
4. Incorrect Placement of Ladders 
Make sure that when positioning a ladder, the ground you place it on is level and firm. Ladders 
should never be placed in front of a door that is not locked, blocked, or guarded. 
A good practice to ensure a ladder is secure is to always have a helper support the base while a 
ladder is being used. If the ladder cannot be held by someone else, make sure it has an 
appropriate foot to prevent it from slipping. The feet of the ladder can be staked if you are using a 
ladder outside and no one is available to support the feet of the ladder. 

Enough on ladders.  

Come on over to our house on Sun, Nov 20, at 2. Bring sides and chairs. Ronnie will cook burgers 
and sausage. We will select new officers for 2017 and have many other things for all of you.  

Ronnie 
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CTCCC MEETING MINUTES 
 

October 20 meeting at Mimi’s was called to order by Ronnie with a brief history and purpose 
of our club.  
Thanks to Pat Corbell for continuing to do a good job over the years with the newsletter.  
Thanks also to Linda Volek for doing the 50/50 pot. 
Birthdays and anniversaries were announced with best wishes to all. 
Welcome was extended to Kay's visitor Mary. She gave a brief history on her brownies. 
Treasurer's report was given by Kay Bowen with no acceptance vote taken.  
Lone Star XXXV was discussed. Jim Rankin called for a Chair Committee meeting 
on November 17th.  
Club holiday party reminders were submitted. It is set for Sun, Dec 4, at 5 PM. 
Past & future activities were discussed, including the Walburg evening the next day. 
A sheet was passed around for nomination of officers for 2017. 
Next club meeting will be held at the Rabens (4000 Rockledge Drive) on Sunday, November 
20th at 2. Ronnie will BBQ burgers and sausage. Bring chairs and sides.   
Meeting adjourned.  
  

 
A Note of Thanks 

 
After my recent accident, I received many calls, cards and visits 
from our club members.  I would like to express my appreciation 

to all those members for their get well wishes. 
 

Dennis Zwernemann 
 

 

  
Member's Newsletter Article  

“NEED FOR SPEED” 
 

I have been a car enthusiast my entire life. When I was a year old my family took a picture of me 
with a set of keys in my hands.  Every time I looked at the picture, I would think about the 
excitement of driving and owning a car.  My father, Abe, owned Lone Star Motor Company, a used 
car dealership in Wichita Falls, Texas.  I remember as a small child going to the car lot and 
hanging out in the mechanic shop watching them work on cars.  At that time in my life I decided I 
was going to race cars in some form or fashion; I had the need for speed at a very young age. 
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When I was 10 years old, we moved to Phoenix, Arizona.  My father continued to be in the car 
business.   I always was at his car lot and he allowed to drive many different cars on the property. 
When I was finally old enough to drive a vehicle, Chevys became my passion. 
 
My first car was a 1959 Chevy Impala, at the age of 16. I built my first hot rod in high school--- it 
was a 1930 Ford Roadster with a 409 cubic inch engine with a 3 speed transmission. This defiantly 
started my Need for Speed!! Then, when I was attending ASU, I had a blue 1964 Corvette Pop 
Top.  
 
 When I completed college, I took over my father’s car business in Phoenix, and started building 
many different Chevys. My first drag car was a 1955 Chevy Bel Air with a tilt front end.  My Need 
for Speed continued with motorcycles and muscle cars!!!! 
 
I eventually traded a motorcycle for a go-kart at the age of 23. This launched my 10-year go-kart 
career, including 2 years of running in the Pro Kart Series on the Indy Car venue.  During my 
career in the go-kart circuit, I managed to achieve many championships in Arizona and California.  
I also promoted and built several go kart race tracks in Arizona.  I was the International Karting 
Federation Governor of Arizona for 10 years.   
 
During this time, I built many Chevy Classics including: an Impala SS, Nomads, Cameo Pickup, 41 
Business Man Coupe, El Camino, Sedan Delivery, and the list goes on.  I wish I still owned them 
all! 
 
In 1983, I moved my family to St Louis, Missouri to live close to my brother Ronnie.  He had just 
purchased a 1957 Chevy with original fuel injection, 283 cubic inch V8, and a Muncie 4 speed 
transmission on the floor.  At that time, we started the restoration on the hard top by adding power 
steering to turn the “BIG” steering wheel.  The restoration also included a lacquer paint job, new 
carpet, headliner, re-chromed bumpers, American Racing aluminum wheels, Hooker headers, a 
new windshield and many NOS parts.  Ronnie and I enjoyed participating in many car shows.  
 
We took the 57 to play poker every Wednesday evening. Great times!! We also attended the 
International Classic Chevy Club convention held in Springfield, Missouri. It was our first time to 
show the car and we came in 3rd place in the modified class.  We bought all sorts of NOS stuff to 
put on the 57 to make it better.  
 
In September of 1987 in St Louis, Missouri, I spotted a beautiful 1957 Chevy convertible at a car 
show that was just restored.  It was black also, but had dual carbs and was a convertible. Ronnie 
and I fell “in love” with it. The car drove so smoothly. Ronnie had to have it but he only had one 
garage for a classic. So I kept the fuelie and he kept the convertible. We were brothers with twin 
57s. Does life get any better? 
 
Ronnie retired and moved to Austin, Texas.  Several years later, I moved to Austin to join him.  We 
continued to show our cars. Our best score with the hard top came at the Lone Star XI in Victoria, 
Texas in June 1983 when the car placed 1st in the modified trailer class, receiving 978 points.  
 
After many years struggling with the fuel injection system, I decided to install a BNM forced 
induction supercharger system. I also added a 3.73 pose traction rear end, chrome alternator, 16-
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gallon racing fuel tank with EFI pump in the tank, MSD ignition, electric radiator fan, and flow 
master mufflers. 
 
I found my Need for Speed and have enjoyed my 1957 Hardtop Bel Air 2-door Coupe for 30 years.  
However, my wife AnnMarie and I have added to our love for cars with a 1970 Chevy El Camino 
454 SS with 550 HP.  In our spare time we enjoy riding our Harley Davidson, and our “NEW” 2016 
Polaris Slingshot SE, 3-wheel motorcycle. Also, we attend two NASCAR races at Texas Motor 
Speedway in our infield spot, one NHRA race at Texas Motorplex in Ennis and Moto GP, and F1 at 
Circuits of Americas every year.    
 
Now you want to race to the bathroom? 
 
 
Please email your story to Lcorbell@austin.rr.com before the first of your month. 
 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

11/6 Gary and Barbara Baker, anniversary  11/9 Nancy Jacobs  
11/21 Margaret Corbell     11/21 Bob Schwope 
11/23 Ron Garcia      11/30 Jim Jack 

 
 MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR THE ANNUAL CTCCC CHRISTMAS PARTY / 

MEETING. 
 

  DATE:     SUNDAY DECEMBER 4, 2016 
>>  

>> PLACE :  HOLIDAY INN AUSTIN MIDTOWN 
>>                6000 MIDDLE FISK RD 

>>  
>> TIME:      5 PM TO 9 PM 

>>  
>>  COST:    $20.00 PER PERSON , WHICH INCLUDES AN ITALIAN                    

>>                   BUFFET WITH SALAD, CHICKEN MARSALA, LASAGNE,   
                     FETTUCCINI ALFREDO, BREAD, DESSERT, COFFEE, TEA  

,  
>> ROOMS:  A SPECIAL ROOM RATE OF $89 IS AVAILABLE TO CAR CLUB  

>>                 MEMBERS IF YOU MAKE TOUR RESERVATION BY NOV 19 
>>                  Otherwise the regular room rate is $129 

 
>> AGENDA: 5 - 6  SOCIAL / COCKTAIL HOUR / MUSIC 

>>                  6 - 7  DINNER 
>>                  7 - 8  MEETING / AWARDS PRESENTATION 

>>                  8 - 9  CHINESE GIFT EXCHANGE 
>>  

>>   ALL THOSE WHO WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GAME,SHOULD BRING A WRAPPED 
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GIFT COSTING ABOUT $15 ( or more if you like) . 
>> THE GAME STARTS WITH EVERYONE DRAWING NUMBERS, THEN WHEN YOUR 

NUMBER IS CALLED, YOU HAVE THE OPTION OF CHOOSING A GIFT FROM THE TABLE 
OR " STEALING" ONE THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN OPENED, FORCING THAT PERSON TO 

OPEN ANOTHER GIFT. ONCE A GIFT HAS BEEN STOLEN TWICE, THE THIRD " THEIF" 
GETS TO KEEP IT. 

>>           THE GIFTS YOU BRING CAN BE ANYTHING  --- SOMETHING FOR THE CAR, 
GARAGE, HOUSE, YARD, JEWELRY, CLOTHING, CHEVY THEMED, OR CHRISTMAS 

THEMED. THE TRICK, OF COURSE, IS TO FIND THAT PERFECT GIFT THAT EVERYONE 
WANTS TO " STEAL".  SOME OF THE MORE POPULAR ITEMS IN THE PAST HAVE BEEN 
>> A RED AND WHITE CHRISTMAS THEMED THROW, EARRINGS IN THE SHAPE OF THE 
CHEVY BOW TIE LOGO, A FIVE POUND BOX OF ASSORTED COOKIES, VARIOUS CAR 

THEMED WALL PLAQUES FOR THE MAN CAVES, AND THE GOOD OLD STANDBY -- GIFT 
CERTIFICATES TO ACADEMY, HARBOR FREIGHT, AND OUTDOOR WORLD , JUST TO 

NAME A FEW. 
>>  

>> PLEASE MAIL YOUR CHECK, MADE PAYABLE TO CTCCC, TO KAY BOWEN,  10503 OAK 
VALLEY TRL AUSTIN TX 78736, BY NOVEMBER 19th OR GIVE IT TO HER AT THE 

NOVEMBER MEETING TO  SECURE YOUR RESERVATION TO THIS FUN CLUB EVENT. 
 

Saturday December 3 
 
Ok, I finally got a reply to my email and entrance form for the Buda Fest Parade, Dec 3, 2016. 
They had some issues with fax. We can use the one form I sent in, since we are a group, but I will 
need you to email me your name and year/type of vehicle. Bert said they needed that information 
for announcer.  So if you are going to attend the Buda Fest Parade, please get me your information 
and I will sent this in as a group. We will meet at Cabela’s prior to the start of the event and drive 
over as a group. 
  
Thanks, 
Gene (ggrottke@austin.rr.com)  
 

 
Here is a list of the activities through the end of the year and beyond! 
November 17-Lone Star committee meeting. 
November 19-Shoe Box drop off 
November 20-Meeting and Pot Luck at Raben's 2:00pm 
December 3-Budafest Parade 
December 4-Christmas Party 
January 8, 2017-Lucky's Run to the Chicken Oil Co. 
May 19-24 Lone Star 35 San Marcos, TX 
 

 

 

 

mailto:ggrottke@austin.rr.com
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Shoe Box Gifts 
It's time! Time to bring your shoe box gifts for Operation 

Christmas Child!  So far I have only 7 from this club signed up to 

join us on Saturday morning, November 19th to drop off our gift 

boxes at the collection center at Bethany Lutheran Church, 3701 W. Slaughter 

Lane.  We will gather at 9:30 with our old cars & gifts in the parking lot & then 

drive around the building to make the drop off.  From there we will go down & 

across the street to Maudie's Tex-Mex for brunch.  I always reserve us a table 

so I really need to know who is coming.  If I don't already have you on the list 

from the sign-up at the October meeting, please contact me ASAP so I can add 

your name to the list.  If you want to be a part of this wonderful project but are 

unable to make it to South Austin on the 19th, please bring your gifts to the 

November meeting at Ronnie's.  I know it will be the day after our drop off, but 

I can still get the boxes to the collection center before they shut it down on 

Monday.  I would love to see a large number of you participating for this worthy 

cause & would also like to have our cars & group videoed. If you have any 

questions, please contact me at kbowenrealty@aol.com or call: 512-963-6844 

Thanks for your support!! 

Kay Bowen 

 

Name Tags! 
 
Since we are hosting "Lone Star" in May, 2017, wouldn't it be a good idea to 
have a name tag to identify all of our club members? That way, no matter what 
shirt we are wearing, we will still be recognizable as a Central Texas Classic 
Chevy Club member! If you have not already ordered your name tag, please 
contact Mary Haile at boernehill@aol.com and she will order one for you. If you don't 
have email, you can call her at 210-317-7990. The cost is $11.00 each. 

 
 

Ongoing Events 
 
First Sunday every month Leander 10 AM-1PM www.leandercarshow.com 
Friday Night Fever Burnet TX courthouse Square 5 PM - ? first Friday nite each month. 
Dick's Garage San Marcos every third Thursday 5-8:30 PM 

 
For Sale 

1957 Chevy Parts For Sale: 2 V-8 Blocks, Heads, Intake Manifolds, Air Cleaners, 4-door Body 
Parts, 4 Doors, Misc. Other Stuff!  New Tail Gate & old Hood for pickup.  Prices Negotiable, make 
offer. Clyde Ford 512-663-6201 or clydemford@yahoo.  
 

mailto:kbowenrealty@aol.com
tel:512-963-6844
mailto:boernehill@aol.com
tel:210-317-7990
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Sponsors 

 

 
Over 60 Austin Area locations to serve you! 
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Central Texas Classic Chevy Club 

4000 Rockledge Drive  

Austin, Texas 78731  

 

 

 

Classic Chevy Enthusiast 


