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Established in 1979 to 
encourage the restoration and preservation of all series and models of 1955,  

1956 and 1957 Chevrolets, including Corvettes and Trucks. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
May 19-21 LoneStar 35 

Lone Star 35 Is Here 
 

     After more than two years of planning and the hard work of many of our club members, Lone 
Star 35 is just a few days away and I’m very excited about all the events and activities we have 
planned for this year’s convention at the beautiful Embassy Suites  Hotel, Spa and Conference  
Center in San Marcos.  
     Friday the 19th we will open the registration and welcome center at 1 o’clock. After getting  
settled in, we’ll meet in the parking lot at 4:30 for a short cruise to Dick’s Classic Car Museum 
where we will dine on “burgers ‘n dogs” and tour the museum of almost 100 cars and lots of 
automotive memorabilia. 
     Saturday is going to be a busy and exciting day.  It starts with a free complete breakfast 
including made-to-order omelets for hotel guests. Show ‘n Shine is from 8-11 a.m. where the public 
is invited to view our cars and talk to the owners.  Next we will take a scenic cruise to a train 
museum near Wimberley where we’ll ride through acres of natural woodlands on scale model 
trains and “feast” on sack lunches provided by our awesome Hospitality Team. Then it’s back to 
Embassy Suites for the manager’s reception for all registered hotel guests with free wine, beer and 
mixed drinks from 5-7. Then it’s on to the awards banquet where we will dine on a specially 
prepared dinner and present awards to many of our cars. This isn’t a point judged show, but 
awards will be given for best paint, best interior, best engine, best Corvette, best truck, special 
entry, plus Club Choice, People’s Choice and Sponsor Awards.  Doors open at 6:45 and the 
banquet starts at 7. 
     Friday afternoon and all day Saturday everyone will have the opportunity to bid on some great 
items at our silent auction in the hotel lobby. Door prizes will be given throughout the event. You’ll 
also want to get in on the two raffles we’re having. One is for an absolutely beautiful quilt done in a 
‘50s theme. The other is a charity raffle for a fantastic bench made from a Chevy tailgate and bed. 
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This year’s charity is Wonders and Worries, an organization which helps children cope with a 
terminal or devastating illness of a parent. Raffle tickets for both of these great items will be 
available at the convention. The raffle items and special door prize items will be drawn at the 
banquet. 
     I want to take this opportunity to thank all the people who have given so generously of their 
time, effort and talents to make Lone Star a successful and memorable experience. There aren’t 
enough words to thank Dan and Kay Bowen for all they have done, for innovative ideas, beneficial 
suggestions, inspiring enthusiasm and untold hours of work they have so selflessly provided. My 
heartfelt thanks also to all the committee chairs and everyone on their teams who have worked so 
very hard to help put this convention together. Dan Bowen for coordinating awards, t-shirts and so 
much more; Kay Bowen for heading up registration and keeping the ever-changing budget in order; 
Pat Corbell and his team for handling the audio/video; Connie Hoelscher and her team for the 
banquet decorations; Ed Volek and crew for the Friday evening food preparation at Dick’s Garage; 
Linda Volek and the Hospitality team for the never-ending supply of food and beverages; Don 
Peterson for organizing the   parking of our classics and vendor spaces; Clyde and Arleen Ford for 
providing safety and first aid; Wayne Casteel for security of our vehicles during the night; Lynda 
Rankin and her team for organizing, coordinating and running the silent auction; Sonny Ables for 
his work in finding and bringing sponsors on board; Mary Haile for managing the vendor process; 
Gene and Sandy Grottke for gathering, organizing and distributing door prizes; and to Mark Soule 
and his “gofer” team for seeing that all the committees have supplies they need during the 
convention. Thanks to those who have provided  door prizes, auction items and food for the 
Hospitality suite. Special thanks goes to Aubrey Cornelius for building the spectacular Chevy 
bench and Carol Martin for making the amazing quilt.  
 Each of you deserves a new Cadillac. Unfortunately I can’t afford that, so I’ll just have to make do 
with giving each of you my sincere thanks and admiration. It is with sincere gratitude that I say that 
this convention has been a team effort and I couldn’t have asked for a better team. Jim 
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CTCCC Meeting Minutes  

Minutes for April 23, 2017 
 

Dan opened the meeting with a welcome to all.  
March minutes were accepted by vote with a submitted correction. 
Treasurer's report was voted accepted as presented.  
Birthdays and anniversaries were reported with congratulations to all.  
Past & future activities were discussed.  
Lone Star Convention in May will negate the club meeting. Next meeting will be in June at 
Mimi's north. 
Jim Rankin gave update on Lone Star Convention. We still need door prizes and silent auction 
items. Awards will be determined by participant voting.  
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The last Lone Star committee meeting will be May 11th. 
Meeting adjourned.  

Member's Article 
 

I wanted to fly ever since my first airplane ride with a rancher neighbor.   I was about 9 years old.  I 
wanted a 1957 Chevy 2-door hardtop from the first time I saw one.  I was about 13.   Being from a 
west Texas farm family, I didn’t have a clue about how I would ever acquire either of these 
impossible feats.  I didn’t know about “bucket lists” back then but that is where those items would 
have been stored. 
 
As a 21-year-old Marine, I rediscovered a hometown beauty.  How could that 3-year-old sister of 
one of my friends have grown into this gorgeous 18 year old?  Little did I know that LaWann 
possessed not only the key to my heart, but time would reveal she held my “bucket list!”  She was 
a dreamer, planner, and achiever.  Her motto seemed to be “lead, follow or get the heck out of my 
way.” 
 
We often talked about what we wanted in life.  LaWann dreamed naturally to see the world and 
experience everything with her “engineer” husband.  He could afford it.  After four or five years of 
college, we would be on our way.  
 
I shared my dream of flying, along with my high school counselor’s advice for me to forget it!   After 
months of sitting in college classes daydreaming about flying, LaWann came to the conclusion 
that, “We are wasting time!”  To my surprise, she enrolled me in flight school and a 42-year career 
began.  I feel I never worked a day in my life.  Best of all, she also managed to find a way to 
achieve her dreams as well.  “Bucket List - one down, one to go! 
 
Time flies (no pun intended) and we found ourselves with two wonderful daughters. A light bulb 
suddenly illuminated in my conniving mind!!  They are going to need a car one day!  They are 
going to need a 1957 Bel Air 2-door hardtop one day!!!  Talk about a win/win situation!!  NOT!! 
 They did not want an old antique car!  ANTIQUE???  Try CLASSIC!  So I had to settle for a 1980 
Camaro and some old Japanese something or other.  Who ever heard of a perfectly filled “Bucket 
List”? 
 
More time flies (maybe this is a pun).  Daughters are married.  LaWann has seen most of the world 
and brought home what she just could not live without.  I am on year 39 of honing my skills at my 
hobby and having someone pay me for it!!  LaWann and I had another one of our long-term 
planning conversations about the next phase of our life, retirement.  True to form, LaWann started 
surfing the web and found a project for me.  A red (LaWann said this car had to be RED) 1957 Bel 
Air 2-door Hardtop located in Dallas, Texas, just down the road.  Could this be the one?  I looked 
at a couple of these cars that were original.  My high school friend’s cars came rushing to mind 
with bad braking in rain, no power steering, no wipers in the rain if you accelerate, and HOT 
summers with no AC.  I decided that I wasn’t going to be a purest, although I understand and 
respect those who are.  The Dallas car had everything already installed.  LaWann, our grandson 
Bryce and I head to Dallas to look it over.  It was just what I was looking for!  It needed some TLC 
and I was excited about providing it. 
Grandson and Papa head home strutting their stuff in a ’57 Bel Air.  LaWann’s beautiful smiling 
face was shining in the rear view mirror.  The impossible “Bucket List” is just about full! 
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I spent months driving , cleaning and inventorying all the blemishes on my dream car.  I finally 
decided it would be worth the time, effort and $$$ to restore it.  My plan was to really “make it 
mine.”   Quickly I learned that a little paint could cover up a lot of sins.  The TLC that I planned to 
give the ole girl just took on a whole new definition.  Tough Labor and CASH!!  But what the heck, I 
had my Classic Chevy.  Nine months later,  LaWann’s namesake rolled back into our driveway, 
complete with new rear quarter panels, driver side door, center floorboard, rocker panels, fresh 
chrome, red paint job and a new crate 350 engine.  A new interior and we would have the car that I 
once planed to give my daughters for their first car.  Eat your hearts out girls!   
 
I thank the Good Lord above for the life, wife, and family I was given.  I thank my lucky stars and 
LaWann for filling my “Bucket List” with my 1957 Chevrolet 2-Door Hardtop. 
Frank Tull 
 

Before Restoration 

  
First Day at new home with Bryce and Papa: 
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CTCCC Event Planning 2017 
June 3 Stephanie Myers Classic Car Vintage Plane and Bike Show www.classiccarbuysell.com 
June 10 Poker Run 
July Ice Cream Social - Bowens and Rankins 
August Open 
September Top Notch Mary and Arlen, Marilyn and Don 
October 23 Walburg October Fest Robin and Ronnie Raben 
November 19 Club Meeting at Raben's House 1PM 
December Budafest Gene and Sandy Grottke 
December Christmas Party Kathy Cornelius and Wanda Zwerneman 

 
New Members  

Arturo and Lesa Hernandez aherna 8909@netzero.com 
Dennis Hobbs dhobbs@texasdisposal.com 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

5/1 Johnny and Rachel Vasicek, anniversary 5/1 Robert and Ann Marie Raben anniversary 
5/1 Ann Marie Raben    5/2 Frank Tull 
5/5 Corky Lien     5/5 Arlen Ramsey 
5/10 Robin Perry     5/10 Steve Lambert      
5/13 Mike Campbell     5/16 Risa Franzago 
5/17 Ronnie and Robin Raben, anniversary 5/22 Aubrey and Kathy Cornelius, anniversary 
5/29 Alan Maurer 
5/29 Rick and Robin Perry, anniversary  5/29 Tom and Pam Porter, anniversary 
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5/30 Marilyn Campbell    5/30 Tony and Risa Franzago  anniversary 
5/31 Kathy Cornelius    5/31 Sonny Ables 
 

May 19-21 Lone Star 35 San Marcos, TX. 
. In case anyone is planning to come to Lone Star 35, but has not booked a room at Embassy 
Suites in San Marcos, here’s some good news. The hotel has agreed to extend the deadline for 
our discounted room rate to May 5. This is a great opportunity to save big bucks on a room for the 
convention. At this time, the regular room rate is over $200 per night, so you can still save over $80 
per night by booking your rooms by May 5 at the negotiated rate of $119. Remember to call the 
hotel at their San Marcos number (512-392-6450, not the 800 number) or book online 
@ www.sanmarcos.embassysuites.com.  When you call or register on line, give them the code 
LSC. 

 
Poker Run 

New date for the June poker run is June 10th. We will meet at the Exxon station on 
 Main Street in Buda, just a block or so past the red light in downtown Buda. 
Meeting time is 10:00am and we will take a nice drive through some country roads for our 
card stops, and end with lunch at Milagro's Restaurant, just outside of 
Wimberly. Please email Mary Haile at boernehill.com or call at 210-317-7990 if you would 
like to be added to the list. We will also send out an email so you can sign up for 
the run, that way, We will be in a nice air conditioned restaurant to eat, so don't let the 
Summer heat keep you away. The total run will be about 26 miles, one way. 
Hope to have a big turn out for this fun club event put on by Don and Marilyn Peterson, 
Arlen Ramsey and Mary Haile. 

Ongoing Events 
 
First Sunday every month Leander 10 AM-1PM www.leandercarshow.com 
Friday Night Fever Burnet TX courthouse Square 5 PM - ? first Friday nite each month. 
Dick's Garage San Marcos every third Thursday 5-8:30 PM 

 
For Sale 

  
1957 Chevy Parts For Sale: 2 V-8 Blocks, Heads, Intake Manifolds, Air Cleaners, 4-door Body 
Parts, 4 Doors, Misc. Other Stuff!  New Tail Gate & old Hood for pickup.  Prices Negotiable, make 
offer. Clyde Ford 512-663-6201 or clydemford@yahoo.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:(512)%20392-6450
http://www.sanmarcos.embassysuites.com/
http://boernehill.com/
tel:(210)%20317-7990
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Sponsors 

 

 
Over 60 Austin Area locations to serve you! 
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Central Texas Classic Chevy Club 
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